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Defined, Described and Defended: The Genetic Non-Discrimination Act in the Media
Krishali Kumar - kumar24@uwindsor.ca

Background
Genetic testing is a mainstream tool for disease prevention, diagnosis, and
recreational genealogy. Its increasing prevalence also presents risks to
medical privacy for individuals and even their relatives, leading many countries
to enact legislation against genetic discrimination in labour, health, and
insurance markets. In Canada, the Genetic Non-Discrimination Act (GNDA)
was enacted with the purpose of protecting citizens against genetic
discrimination. The decade long fight to enact the GNDA was an uphill battle
filled with closed-door lobbying, political-maneuvering, and legal challenges. I
am studying how the GNDA was framed by journalists, editorials, and on
emerging social-media platforms.

Method
In completing this project, I have catalogued a number of media articles
mentioning the subject of genetic discrimination from the year 2000 to the
present. This catalogue contains key players mentioned and accounts for
the editorial attitudes towards the GNDA.

Why?
On the basis of constitutional jurisdiction (i.e. healthcare, insurance,
business contracts-insurance are provincial responsibilities).
Insurance lobbyists?
Survives Quebec Court of Appeal in 2018.
Upheld by Supreme Court in 2020.
Cited by anti-vaxxers in 2022 (funded by Freedom Convoy)

Conclusion
Media was critical to mobilizing the participatory democracy that enacted the
GNDA.
Unexpectedly weaponized in social media by anti-vaxxers.
It will continue to be contentious in the media as repercussions for DNA
testing mount.

Discussion
Canada is slow to enact anti-genetic discrimination legislation.
All major parties espouse support, but Liberals and Conservatives.
Even after Senator James Cowan proposes legislation in 2015, the
PM and Cabinet refuse to endorse.
"The government is obviously looking more to the interests
of the insurance lobby than they are to ordinary
Canadians."
- NDP House Leader Murray Rankin

Debate/legislation
New media mentions
Traditional media mentions

